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Message from the Director 

Brave Hearts Ethiopia has had a number of achievements in 2017; I have had the honor of witnessing 

the success of our very first Degree graduate since the establishment of BHE in March 2014. Six youth 

trained in Hospitality and one trained Hairdressing also successfully completed their trainings and 

joined employment. Seven are progressing in their university education and the remaining 20 have all 

advanced in their academic school years. Overall, 8 youth in total graduated from the program and 4 

children newly joined the BHE program making 2017 a remarkable and memorable year for us. It fills 

me with pride and joy to see these youth transitioning into self-reliance and beginning their careers 

or starting their own businesses.  

During 2017 BHE renewed its license and signed a project agreement for the next three years. As we 

embark on our next journey, I appreciate our dedicated staff and team working locally and abroad to 

keep BHE growing in a number of ways. We have developed and reviewed several of our policies, 

including our Child Protection Policy, Child Recruitment and Care Policy and our Standard Operations 

Procedures among others.  

BHE has also launched its website along with social media platforms including Facebook, Twitter and 

most recently Instagram. These platforms enabled BHE to show the wonderful work and progress it 

has had achieved over the last three years. We also run a successful fundraiser campaign which 

enabled BHE to become a permanent GlobalGiving Partner. Over the year we have had the pleasure 

of welcoming partners and supporters who have visited our program and the children leaving us with 

warm memories to treasure. We have also had volunteers who strengthened our community ties and 

helped us raise awareness on our work. 

2017 has not been a year without any challenges, BHE has worked hard to ensure a sustainable future 

for the children and guardians it supports. Despite facing funding insecurity, BHE has been able to 

maintain and improve its robust program and services. This would not be possible without the strong 

support of those who believe in our mission of changing children’s lives through holistic support and I 

extend my heartfelt appreciation to all who kept their faith in the work we do. 

Looking ahead to 2018, I believe BHE will be further empowered to provide and maintain its high 

quality programs centered on education as 10 of its children and youth will be taking national exams 

and building their future. BHE also looks to strengthen families through community outreach including 

through its sanitation project.  

Finally, I wish to deeply thank our donors, partners, sponsors, volunteers and team locally and abroad 

for all the generous support they have given to BHE. Together and through God’s will we have been 

able to make children feel happy and safe; help families know we care; assist youth make their dreams 

a reality; support children with chronic illness and special needs access specialized care; share happy 

and sad days, laugh and cry with them. For me, my team and our families, I can truly say it has been 

the most rewarding and humbling experience of our lives as we look forward to the next stage. 

 

 

 
 

 (Signed) 
 

 
Konjit Yimer 
Managing Director 
Brave Hearts Ethiopia (BHE)  
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Major Highlights in 2017   

BHE congratulates Geteye, Alemnesh, Berhan, Ejigu, Temmar, Kebedech, Rosahun and Temina 

who have successfully graduated from the BHE program in December 2017! They have now 

become self-reliant professionals who will always be a part of the BHE family. Temina also 

graduated with a degree in Accounting while the other seven have earned their training 

certificates. All are now employed in their areas of training.  

 

Four children Roha, Maraki, Aman and Sara joined the BHE program in July 2017. The four 

wonderful young children integrated well into the program and made close friendships with the 

other BHE children. BHE also launched its website and social media platforms in May 2017. BHE 

also becomes a permanent partner on global giving after a successful fundraising campaign. 

BHE implemented its activities with a total expenditure of 88,118.05 USD in 2017. The program 

costs covered 72% (62,653.92 USD) of the total expense, while administration costs covered 28% 

(24,464.13 USD), in accordance with the budget allocation regulations of the local government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BHE effectively carried education, nutrition and health, skills training, income generation, counseling and 

psychosocial support activities with very positive impacts on the children’s academic skills, overall health, 

life skills along with their family’s financial security over the year. 
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Major Program Services 

 Educational support 
 Nutrition and health 

 Skills training and IGA 
 Counseling and Psycho 

social support 
 Monitoring and follow 

up 

 



 

Educational Program and Tutorial Services 

Overall, 293 hours of tutorial service was provided to the children in 2017 to support them with 

their studies. Social workers also made a total of 144 school visits to monitor and maintain the 

children’s school progress. By the end of 2017, BHE had six children in primary school, 14 in 

secondary school, 7 in higher education and 3 in training and transition. Computer and literacy 

tutorials were also provided for the children for 12 hours each along with 48 hours of book 

reading during the summer. 

   

All the children in the program who received educational and tutorial support advanced to the 

next grade. Ten children will have national exams this year and have been provided additional 

tutorial support to successfully pass the exams. Social workers also support the children in 

maintaining their motivation to continue to do well in their academics. 

 

University students also all advanced in their academic years with two of them on their 2nd year, 

three on their 3rd year and the remaining two on their 4th year.

Primary, 
6, 21%

Secondary, 
14, 48%

Higher 
Education, 

7, 24%

Training and 
Tansition, 

2, 7%

Children and Youth in the BHE Program -
end of 2017 
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* grades have national exams

Number of children who passed to the 
next grade level in 2017

30 children and youth  
in the program 

 293 hours of tutorials 
 144 school visits 
 6 in primary school 
 14 in secondary school  
 7 in university 
 1 in skills training 
 2 in transition 
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Nutrition and Health Services  

BHE’s After School Healthy Snacks program continued to keep the children energized for tutorial 

sessions in 2017. Children had summer fitness with 24 hours of Taekwondo training sessions for 

physical exercise and fitness. The children were also involved in gardening and environmental 

care in the drop in center. Braille material, wheelchair cushions and eye glasses were provided 

to children with visual and physical impairments to support their needs. 

 
Photo Credit: Aron Simeneh 

There were 27 cases of medical attention provided for the children and 2 for their guardians 

during the year. Monthly food allowances were also provided to ensure the children and youth 

have three meals a day. Monthly hygiene and sanitation materials were also distributed 

throughout the year. Children and youth were provided with new clothes and shoes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A total of 145 home visits were conducted and the children’s home environments assessed and 

necessary follow up and support was provided. BHE assessed the santiation in the village of over 

20 community members and where one of the children in the program lives and has started 

plans for renovation in 2018.
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145 Home visits were made 
---- 

29 cases received effective medical 
attention 

---- 
Braille material, eye glasses, wheelchair 
replacement and cushions were provided 

 



 

Skills Training and Income Generating Activities (IGA)  

Six youth trained and employed in Hospitality and one trained and employed in hairdressing have 

graduated from the BHE program and have successfully transitioned towards self-reliance. One 

youth who completed her hospitality training is looking for employment. One who successfully 

completed training in metal art is preparing for self-employment. One is on the third year of 

training for an Accounting degree. A youth with special needs continues attending handicraft 

skills training.  

 
Photo Credit: Aron Simeneh 

A total of 11 Guardians have started their IGA activities and members have been repaying their 

loans from the earnings they generate from their small business. Four training sessions with 

guardians in the IGA program were conducted. Monthly IGA reporting was submitted to the local 

government stakeholders.  

 
Photo Credit: Daniel Reiter 

BHE aims to sustain its IGA program by supporting more guardians with the help of its partners. 

This program is vital in providing financial empowerment to mostly women who are sole 

guardians to the children. This financial stability provides the child a nurturing and stable home 

environment that is free from the stress caused by the lack of income such vulnerable families 

often face. 

 

 Page 4 of 8 

 6 youth with skills 
training are employed 

and graduate from 
BHE successfully  

---- 
2 are preparing for 

employment 

---- 
11 Guardians active in 

the IGA program 

 



 

Psychosocial Activities and Counseling 

A total of 42 Saturday Group Sessions were held in the drop in center with children and youth to 

develop their life skills. The sessions covered various topics using debates, discussions, questions 

and lectures on logical thinking; behavioral development and ability in self-expression. 

 

Children and youth discussed various topics such as how to change one’s life using his/her 

potential; how to effectively manage time and emotion as well as responsibility and self-

acceptance.  These included self-motivation, societal perception and attitudes, social influence, 

self-evaluation, conflict and resolution, attraction and intimacy, maturity and adolescence as well 

as topics of bullying, respect of others and using one’s potential. 

 

Topics regarding gender roles and equality, personal and environmental hygiene, school 

uniforms and the influence of TV shows were also discussed during the year among other issues 

key to the healthy development of life skills. These sessions are most effective at supporting 

children and youth in coping with the challenges they face in their environment and helping them 

thrive.  

Logical 
Thinking

• Debates

• Presentations

• Critical Thinking

Behaviroal 
Development

• Self Acceptance

• Self Motivation

• Managing Emotions

• Responsibility

• Time Managment

Self 
Expression

• Express Ideas

• Tolerate Differences

• Assertive Feedback
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BHE Events, Celebrations and Visits 

BHE has a wonderful year full of activities, events and celebrations. The Brave Hearts family 

hosted Christmas and New Year celebration event which was a stellar event. Children organized 

the program events and performed different dance, poetry and entertainment events.  

 
Photo Credit: Yonas Tadesse 

Children, guardians and BHE staff received Lance Clark from a BHE partner, Soul of Africa (SOA). 

BHE was invited to participate in the first Charity Expo organized by the Bureau of Finance and 

Economic Development (BoFED) and was held from 1 to 3 December 2017 in Addis Ababa. 

 

BHE children, guardians and staff celebrated the children’s annual award ceremony for 2017.  The 

children were awarded for maintaining good grades and being a role model, demonstrating BHE’s 

core values of integrity, honesty and respect, exemplary discipline, hygiene, studying habit 

among others. The children staged a touching drama showing how the BHE program has 

impacted their lives.  

BHE also celebrated the Ethiopian New Year and Meskel Holidays with children and staff. BHE 

joined the annual walk for diabetes with slogan ‘I walk because it matters’ organized by the 

Ethiopian Diabetes Association held on 12 November 2017. 
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BHE Website, Social Media and Fund Rasing Efforts 

Brave Hearts Ethiopia launched its website www.braveheartsethiopia.org on May 1, 2017 with 

the support of Hanson’s Family Foundation. BHE also launched its social media pages on 

Facebook www.facebook.com/braveheartset and Twitter www.twitter.com/braveheartset. 

BHE also launched its Instagram page www.instagram.com/braveheartset on October 27, 2017. 

 
 

BHE also run a successful fundraiser and was made a permanent partner on GlobalGiving after 

featuring its Quality Education for Vulnerable Children project. Through the campaign that 

lasted from 28 November to 31 December 2017, BHE raised $3,117 from 45 donors and had 560 

page views of the project.  

  
 

BHE is now a vetted GlobalGiving partner and can reach donors around the world through this 

platform. https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/quality-education-for-orphan-and-

vulnerable-children/
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Our 2017 Opration in Numbers 

 

Overall Support IGA Trainings Medical Support 

   

Children and youth in 
the program by end of 

2017 

Guardians receive 
training on IGA 

Medical Assistance 

Follow Up Psychosocal Support 

   

School visits Home visits Saturday Sessions on 
Life Skills  

Case Work Graduates Community Outreach 

   

Counseling cases  Youth Graduate from 
the Program and 4 

join 

Books donated to Burji 
Development 
Association 

Social Media Book Reading Physical Fitness 

   

Likes on Facebook along 
with 62 followers on 
Twitter and 15 on 

Instagram 

Hours of summer book 
reading for children 

Hours of summer 
Taewondo excersises 

 
 

31 11 29 

144 145 42 

102 8 417 

238 48 24 
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