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Message from the Director 

2019 ushers in a year of hope and new dreams as Brave 

Hearts Ethiopia integrated 17 new children into its 

program. These children have experienced much pain 

and loss at an early age due to extreme poverty, the 

prevalence of HIV/AIDS, the death of their biological 

parents and other trauma. BHE is working to ensure 

these children receive the holistic care they deserve. 

We are thrilled to extend our support to 16 women 

(guardians) who have joined our Income Generating 

Activity Project with the aim to empower and enable 

them to provide quality care for their foster children as 

well as their own families to build sustainable 

livelihood. 

We are also proud that we have been able to further 

support the community by providing the local Woreda 

7 administration a latrine that benefits 180 community 

members directly, and 864 members of the community 

indirectly. I thank the local government for their 

support and collaboration in the success of this project. 

I extend my humble appreciation to our partners Dean, 

Luke, and Berhane Hanson for their week-long visit to 

BHE and for their continued heartfelt support for the 

children and youth under our program. I give my warm 

gratitude to Reg Hankey and the Pittards team for 

celebrating Christmas with the BHE family and 

supporting the children. I deeply thank Kiri Sydenham 

for all her support over the years and her ongoing 

support for the children at Brave Hearts.  

I warmly express my appreciation to Galahad Clark for 

his visit and pledging continued support, to carry the 

legacy of his father Lance Clark, a long term dear friend 

and family of Brave Hearts.  

Very special thanks to Dr. Yayehyirad Mekonnen, an 

inspiring pediatric cardiac surgeon, for visiting us and 

motivating the children. I am deeply grateful for 

Menase Antachew, Kidist Desta, and Peter Racklyeft for 

visiting and supporting the children at BHE.  

Finally, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all our 

donors, sponsors, volunteers, my amazing team on the 

ground who goes above and beyond their roles, and our 

board members both servings here on the ground and 

in Australia for their continued support, enabling us to 

continue to improve the lives of vulnerable children, 

youth and their families through holistic care and 

support.  

 

 

 
 
(Signed) 
 
Konjit Yimer 
Managing Director 
Brave Hearts Ethiopia (BHE)  

 



 
 

Major Highlights   

Brave Hearts Ethiopia had a wonderful start to 2019. Dean, Luke and Berhan Hanson 

visited the BHE program. BHE also celebrated Ethiopian Christmas with the Pittard UK 

team. Read more to see our other guests and how the visits went.   

  
Dean Hanson with BHE Children on Hanson’s visit Reg Hankey and Pittard UK Team at BHE on Christmas 

Gahlad Clark, founder of Vivobarefoot visited the children and youth and pledged to 

continue the support started by his late father, Lance Clark. BHE handed over the second 

latrine it reconstructed to the local administration. Read more in the following pages. 

  
Galahad Clark Visits Children and Youth at BHE Hand-over of the Second Latrine Reconstructed by BHE 

 

     

Highlights 
  

46 children and youth 
are currently in the BHE 

Program 
---- 

16 guardians joined the 
Income generating 

Activities Association 
---- 

Outdoor games were 
expanded for the 

children to stay active 
and engaged   

---- 
BHE warmly hosted 

visits from the Hanson 
Foundation, Pittards 

UK, Vivobarefoot, Dr. 
Yayehared Mekonnen 
and Peter Racklyeft 
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Educational Program and Tutorial Services 

Thirty-one children in the program are attending primary and secondary school education 

supported with individualized tutorial support and school follow up. Eight youth are 

attending higher education in different universities of Ethiopia. There are many children 

and youth in the program who have outstanding grades. Students are supported with 

tutorial sessions after school to work on the subjects that are difficult for them. 

 

School materials and exercise books were regularly distributed for the children. One 

special needs youth continues attending handicraft training. Six youth who are on their 

way to employment and self-reliance are on a transition period from the program. 

Computer and library access were also provided to aid the children’s studies.

46 children and youth  
in the program 

 296 hours of tutorial 
support 

 58 school visits 
 22 in primary school 
 9 in secondary school 
 8 in higher education 
 1 in special needs 

training 
 6 in transition 
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Nutrition and Health Services  

BHE has expanded its outdoor activities so children could stay engaged and physically 

active when they come for studies and play. There are now games like table football 

and an enclosed trampoline in addition to a basketball court.  
 

 

Special thanks to Berhane Hanson, the children also now have table tennis and play 

station to play with. Children also participate in arts, dance and martial arts to stay 

active and healthy. 

  

Children also continued to receive healthy after school snacks so they may get re-

energized for their tutorial sessions. Monthly food allowance and sanitation materials 

were provided for the children. 

 

 

 6 Children also received effective 
medical attention this quarter 
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Income Generating Activities (IGA)  

Sixteen new guardians joined the guardian’s IGA Association raising the total number of 

guardians engaged in IGA to 41. Three sessions related to guardian Income Generating 

Activities were held. 

  

Some guardians are doing well in their business successfully returning loans and preparing 

to take a second loan to grow their business. BHE supports the guardians who have 

difficulty repaying loans due to health problems and other challenges.  
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Psychosocial Activities  

Seven Saturday Sessions were held at drop in center focusing on various topics aimed at 

building life skills for the children and youth. The discussions included topics on how to 

effectively spend their holidays and the school break at home; how to prevent getting 

swindled; and also how to use information in the context of digital media.  

 
 

The children also were able to assess their first semester grades and with the help of the 

social worker, understand their strength and weaknesses. The children actively discussed 

on how to improve their grades for the following semester. The children also performed 

and exercised their self-expression during events and guest visits.  

BHE’s social worker conducted 12 case assessments throughout the quarter to ensure the 

children received follow up and addressed psychosocial issues they faced.  
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BHE Welcomed Dean, Luke and Berhane Hanson 

Dean Hanson CEO of Hanson Builders and his sons Luke and Berhane Hanson who support 

BHE through the Hanson Family Foundation were warmly welcomed by the children and 

youth along with BHE staff.  

The Hansons visited the home of the children they sponsor and had a wonderful time 

getting to know the other children in the program. They also visited guardian’s IGA.  

  

BHE is thankful for the Hansons’ continued support for vulnerable children and youth and 

helping us ensure they have a safe and nourishing home, quality education and 

psychosocial support to thrive. 
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BHE Celebrated Ethiopian Christmas with Pittards Team 

Children, youth, guardians, guests and BHE staff celebrated Ethiopian Christmas in a joyous 

occation with Reg Hankey CEO of Pittards UK and his team. The children performed 

traditional dances and guests enjoyed traditional Ethiopian food. 

  

The children were also given gifts to mark their educational achievements and the 

occasion.  Kidist Desta, BHE Austrailia’s Board Director and Menas from our BHE support 

group also joined us in the celebrations . 
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BHE Welcomed Galahad Clark son of Lance Clark 

Galahad Clark, founder of Vivobarefoot and son of the late Lance Clark who founded Soul of 

Africa Shoes, visited the children and youth at BHE. Galahad continues the legacy of Lance 

who supported and loved the children in the Brave Hearts Ethiopia program.   

  

Galahad pledged to carry his father’s legacy by continuing to support vulnerable children 

and their guardians. BHE is very grateful to the Clark family for their ongoing support and 

genuine care for the children, youth and guardians in the BHE program.  
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Dr. Yayehyirad Mekonnen Visits BHE and Inspires Children 

Ethiopia's first fully-trained paediatric heart 

surgeon, Dr. Yayehyirad Mekonnen Ejigu, visited 

and inspired youth at BHE. Dr. Yayu, a gifted and 

humble surgeon passionate recently gave an 

inspiring motivational speech to vulnerable 

children and youth supported by the BHE 

program. Dr. Yayu spoke on many topics 

including health, education, aspirations and 

what it takes to reach our highest potential. 
  

BHE Hands Over Second Latrine To Local Administration   

BHE reconstructed and inaugurated a community latrine in December 2018 and has now 

handed over to the local administration. The latrine is near the homes of two children in 

the BHE program. The latrine benefits 180 community members directly and 864 members 

of the community indirectly. Now the community can benefit from a safe and healthy 

environment. 

 
Before and after reconstruction pictures of the community latrine 
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Administrative Activities   

 
 

• Monthly provisions were made for food allowance, extra food support, school 
materials, house rent, savings and sanitation materials were distributed for the 
children

Basic Needs, Health and Santiation

•Midterm evaluation of the BHE program by local government offices - Addis 
Ababa and Arada Sub City Bureau of Finance and Economic Development 
(BoFED) as well as Women and Children's Affairs Office (WCAO) 

•Annual Report and Quarterly reports were submitted to government authorities 
and donors.

• Weekly activity planning, reporting and staff minutes were conducted along 
with planning and evaluation of activities. 

Reporting and Planning

• The veranda roof of the drop in center was mainatined and grounds were 
regularly cleaned and maintained.

BHE's Drop in Center Maintenance

• Opening of saving accounts for guardians to transfer monthly food allownace 
for the children.

• Quarterly fianancial activities were conducted including purchasing of 
materials, disbursments, posting and bookkeeping.

Human Resource and Finance

• BHE reaches 528 likes on its facebook page, 65 followers on its twitter and 69 
followers on its instagram page.

Social Media Outreach
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Support BHE on GlobalGiving! 

https://www.globalgiving.org/pr

ojects/quality-education-for-
orphan-and-vulnerable-children 

 

https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/quality-education-for-orphan-and-vulnerable-children
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/quality-education-for-orphan-and-vulnerable-children
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/quality-education-for-orphan-and-vulnerable-children
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