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Message from the Director 

I first wish to extend my very deepest condolences to the family of Lance Clark as we share in their pain of losing a 

wonderful person who deeply touched all our hearts. Although it is hard to put in words his contribution to the 

children and to our program, it is difficult to imagine Brave Hearts Ethiopia as it is today without his tremendous 

support and vision for our program. May he rest in peace and may his family find comfort in knowing he left a 

lasting legacy with Brave Hearts. 

The start of the year 2018 has taken Brave Hearts Ethiopia on a road of rediscovery. With renewed energy and 

momentum, we have begun the new year determined to maintain and grow a high quality of service to those in 

need. We have been working hard to increase the capacity of the staff and our ability to address the needs of the 

children and their guardians. As BHE’s difference is our belief in and implementation of holistic care, we strive to 

leave no stone unturned in improving a child’s life. Even though this is not always easy to achieve, I thank the 

dedication of our staff and volunteers in making it their mission to achieve this goal.  

I warmly thank the young volunteers of Bingham Academy who provided the children with gifts of study materials. 

Their warm and continued engagement in support of orphaned and vulnerable children is truly inspiring and 

uplifting! I am also pleased to share that our annual external financial audit of 2017 was conducted successfully 

and clearly shows the results of our program’s financial diligence. I am excited as we embark on our next toilet 

project aimed at bringing about improvement in the lives of the community where children in our project live.   

Finally, I wish to sincerely thank all our donors for their continued support for our program enabling us to ensure 

the children in our program receive the care they need. I also extend my thanks to all our close supporters, sponsors 

and volunteers both locally and abroad.  
 

 

 
 
(Signed) 
 
 
Konjit Yimer 
Managing Director 
Brave Hearts Ethiopia (BHE)  

 



 
 

Major Highlights   

BHE pays tribute to Lance Clark who passed away on 27 February 2018. Children and staff 

expressed their condolences as they remembered Clark’s lasting legacy at Brave Hearts 

Ethiopia. Bingham volunteers brought study material gifts for the children.  

  
BHE pays tribute to Lance Clark Bingham volunteers bring gifts 

BHE successfully concluded its 2017 external financial audit and published its annual 

report. Click here https://braveheartsethiopia.squarespace.com/s/BHE-Annual-Report-

2017-Revised-Feb-2018.pdf to read. Staff also conducted assessments on guardian IGAs. 

Read more on our activities this quarter in the following pages! 

 
 

2017 Annual Report and Audit IGA assessments conducted 

 

     

Highlights 
  

BHE pays tribute to the 

life of Lance Clark 
---- 

Volunteer students from 
Bingham Academy 

brought gifts for students 
---- 

BHE assesses IGA progress 
and supports one youth 

and one guardian acquire 
microfinance  

---- 
BHE publishes its 2017 

Annual Report and 

external financial audit 
shows good diligence  
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Educational Program and Tutorial Services 

Twenty children attending school education are supported with individualized tutorial 

support and school follow up. As ten of these students will be taking the national exam 

this year, BHE is taking steps to identify their academic needs and help them earn better 

results. Supervised computer and internet access were provided to the children in order 

to support them with their school assignments and projects. 

  

Volunteer students from Bingham Academy presented the children with study books and 

materials. The students have previously volunteered at the BHE drop in center, providing 

peer tutorials and literary services to the children.    

Six youth continue their university degree education in various fields. Two of the students 

are in their 4th year, one studying Water Engineering and the other Accounting. Two are 

in 3rd year, one studying Construction Management Engineering and the other Nutrition 

and Food Science. The last two are both in their 2nd year; one studying Accounting and 

the other Business Management. 

Center and Bottom Photo Credit: Yonas Tadesse 

 

 

30 children and youth  
in the program 

 65 hours of tutorial 
support 

 60 school visits 
 7 in primary school 
 13 in secondary school 
 6 in higher education 
 2 in training 
 2 in employment 
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Nutrition and Health Services  

A new veggie garden is planted to supplement after school healthy snack services at the 

drop in center. Eleven children received effective medical attention and resumed their 

studies. Monthly food allowance and sanitation materials were provided for the 

children.  

 

  

In order to ensure the children have nurturing home environments in which to thrive, 

social workers conducted 38 home visits over the quarter assessing the conditions and 

address any challenges that needed to be met or gaps that needed to be filled. 

 

Bottom Side Photo Credit: Yonas Tadesse 

 

 

11 Children received effective medical 
attention 

---- 
38 Home visits 
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Skills Training and Income Generating Activities (IGA)  

Seven of the youth who graduated from the program after completing their skills training 

are now doing very well in their employment. One young woman who had completed her 

hospitality training has now gained employment and is doing well in her work, while 

another continues her third year of training for an Accounting diploma.  

Mussie, who trained in metal art, has now received a start-up capital and has opened a 

small workshop to do business with a colleague.   

A youth with special needs continues attending handicraft skills training. Due to his 

ongoing needs, BHE has provided his guardian with support through the microfinance 

association to start a small business in order to ensure the youth has sustainable care.  

Four sessions were conducted with guardians regarding both their IGAs and the 

enhancement of their family interaction to support the children in their care. Individual 

assessments were carried out on several guardian IGAs to document their progress and 

identify their gaps and challenges.   

 

Some guardians were doing well in their business successfully returning loans and 

preparing to take a second loan to grow their business. Other guardians revealed that 

some had difficulty repaying loans due to health problems and other problems. BHE is 

working to support those facing challenges. 
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Mussie with his tools and 
bank book after getting a 

loan to start his metal work 
business 

 



 

Psychosocial Activities  

Ten Saturday Sessions were held at drop in center focusing on various topics aimed at 

building life skills for the children and youth. The topics of the sessions included education 

on developing independent behavior, accepting responsibility for one’s life, building 

motivation for earning higher results, self-acceptance, and environmental hygiene, among 

others.  

 
Photo Credit: Yonas Tadesse 

Warm and lively debates were also held on the need and wise selection of close friends. 

Discussions with questions and answers helped develop the children’s self-expression and 

tolerance towards different ideas. The sessions also helped the children express their 

feedback in positive and assertive ways.  

Social workers conducted 23 case assessments throughout the quarter to ensure the 

children received follow up and addressed psychosocial issues they faced. The father and 

sister of one child were found, and that child was reintegrated with them. Social workers 

are closely following the progress, the results of which are quite heart-warming. 
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BHE Warmly Remembered the Life of Lance Clark 

Lance Clark and the Clark family contributed towards Brave Hearts Ethiopia’s 

sustainability, growth and development. Even more so, Clark touched the lives of children 

and their families through his philanthropic passion to make a difference.   

The Clark Foundation and Lance’s aid through trade institution Soul of Africa supported ten 

children in the program as well as eleven women who were guardians of the children by 

supporting BHE gain funding for its Income Generating Activity (IGA) project. Lance 

personally encouraged two young boys in the program talented in art as well. 

  

On Saturday, 3 March 2018, BHE held a minute of silence, prayer and tribute to mark the 

passing of Lance Clark on 27 February 2018 and celebrate his life and the impact he had in 

Brave Hearts. “I am really sad and I know he was like a father to us. He has done many 

things for us since we know him” said Lemma, one of the children in the program.  

“Lance was a remarkable and kind man who had many big dreams for Brave Hearts, he 

wanted to see each child succeed. He also believed in us during our hardest times and 

helped us carry forward. We will always keep him in our heart.” Koni, director of BHE. “The 

whole Brave Hearts family will sorely miss Lance Clark and extends its heartfelt condolences 

to the Clark family. Our hearts and prayers are with you. Lance, may you rest in peace.” 
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BHE Begins Its Next Toilet Project 

In 2015, BHE had reconstructed a toilet facility that was previously in very poor 

condition and had caused a health risk to two girls in the program and indeed the 

community where forty people use the restroom. The newly constructed facility has 

three restrooms, a shower and hand wash basins along with flush systems and a septic 

tank serving the girls and the community. The changes following the reconstruction 

were remarkable! The health of the children and adults in the area improved 

significantly, and the compound is now a clean and safe for children to play in. 

 

To read our full article on BHE’s past toilet project please click here  

https://mailchi.mp/2825ad58740b/creating-healthier-and-happier-communities    

BHE had started an assessment for another toilet project in a village where two of the 

children live, where the toilet is in bad condition and poses a health risk to the 

community using it.  

One of the main challenges in renovating toilets is gaining approval for land to 

implement the reconstruction. However, working closely with the local government, 

BHE was able to gain approval and plans on how to implement the reconstruction are 

now underway.  
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Administrative Activities   

 
 

• The 2017 external financial audit was carried out by an independent auditor 
and completed successfully. 

• BHE spent 72% of its budget on its program activities and the remaining 28% 
on administrative activities.

• BHE annual General Assembly was held and reviewed the organization's annual 
activities.

2017 External Financial Audit and Annual General Assembly

• Annual Report and required documentation was submitted to Charities and 
Societies Agency.

• Quarterly reports were submitted to Bureau of Finance and Economic 
Development (BoFED) as well as Women and Children's Affairs Office (WCAO).

• First quarter report was submitted and published on Global Giving

• Weekly activity planning, reporting and staff minutes were conducted along 
with planning and evaluation of activities. 

Reporting and Planning

• BHE reviewed its documentation process in order to increase effectiveness and 
efficency of program implementation.

Internal review of documentation

• BHE's accountant Zebenai, previously working part time, joined the staff full 
time. 

• Quarterly fianancial activities were conducted including purchasing of 
materials, disbursments, posting and bookkeeping.

Human Resource and Finance

• BHE reaches 265 likes on its facebook page, 69 followers on its twitter and 24 
followers on its instagram page.

Social Media
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Click below to Read our 

GlobalGiving Report! 

https://www.globalgiving.org/pr

ojects/quality-education-for-
orphan-and-vulnerable-

children/updates/  
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